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The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant journal clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON), the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. KENNEDY), and the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 136 Ex.] 
YEAS—96 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 
Brown 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dodd 

Dole 
Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McCaskill 

McConnell 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Tester 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Clinton 
Kennedy 

McCain 
Obama 

The nomination was confirmed. 
NOMINATIONS OF MICHAEL G. MCGINN AND 

RALPH E. MARTINEZ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, Calendar Nos. 537 
and 538 are confirmed, and the motion 
to reconsider is considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

Under the previous order, the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

Who seeks recognition? 
Mrs. MURRAY. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant journal clerk proceeded 

to call the roll. 
Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent 

that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

Mr. REID. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. The clerk will continue 
the call of the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk con-
tinued with the call of the roll. 

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN 
COWBOY 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to 
talk about one of the great icons of the 
American West, the cowboy. The cow-
boy is an enduring symbol of strong 
character, honesty, integrity, respect, 
and patriotism. I am proud to carry on 
a tradition started by my late col-
league and friend, Senator Craig Thom-
as, by sponsoring S. Res. 483 which hon-
ors the men and women called cow-
boys, designating July 26, 2008, as the 
national day of the American cowboy. I 
am an accountant and one of the few 
elected officials from Wyoming who 
isn’t known for riding a horse. But 
when anyone mentions my home State, 
the first image that comes to mind is a 
cowboy and a horse. 

For many of us in the Senate, no one 
fits that image as well as my friend 
Craig Thomas. As he went through his 
leukemia treatments and still worked, 
he showed us what it was to cowboy up, 
to focus around pain, and to do the job 
at hand. Having lived in Wyoming most 
of my life, I have gotten to know the 
best cowboys in our country, and Craig 
surely showed us what it meant to be a 
cowboy. 

When Senator Thomas first began 
the tradition of designating a National 
Day of the American Cowboy in 2005, 
he told us ‘‘Cowboys come in any age, 
race, marital status, and gender.’’ He 
knew the cowboy spirit was not about 
getting dressed in cowboy boots and a 
cowboy hat. He said: 

Trying to define a cowboy is like trying to 
rope the wind, but you certainly recognize 
one when you see one. 

We all recognized the cowboy spirit 
in Craig. It is about strength of char-
acter, sound family values, courage, re-
spect, and good common sense. 

Since it was first established in 2005, 
the National Day of the American Cow-
boy has been celebrated at rodeos 
across the Nation, including Cheyenne 
Frontier Days, known as the ‘‘daddy of 
’em all.’’ 

Senator Thomas would find me re-
miss if I did not invite all of you to 
Cheyenne Frontier Days at the end of 
July—or call my office to know about 
other rodeos in our State. 

Sadly, Senator Thomas passed away 
after finishing the resolution for the 
National Day of the American Cowboy 
last year. But I am proud to continue 
the tradition he started to recognize 
the accomplishments and contributions 
of all American cowboys. 

The cowboy way of life has been 
passed down for generations, since the 
first cowboys settled the American 
West. They were true pioneers who 
came west to settle an untamed fron-

tier. Many of the cow towns that 
sprung up around the cattle business 
when the West was being settled are 
still there now. They continue to live 
their western heritage. 

The first cowboys relied on hard 
work and persistence and loyalty to 
make their living in a tough country. 
Today’s cowboys have not changed all 
that much from when the first wran-
glers and ranch hands started herding 
cattle on the Great Plains. Today’s 
cowboys continue to rope and ride 
across the United States. There are 
about 720,000 ranchers in our Nation. 
They live and work in every State to 
manage nearly 100 million cattle. They 
are an integral part of Wyoming and 
many other Western States, and they 
undoubtedly improve our way of life. 

Now, you can be assured that cow-
boys work hard, but they also play 
hard. Rodeo is a sport that tests skill 
with a rope or challenges a cowboy’s 
ability to stay on the back of a buck-
ing rough stock for 8 long seconds. One 
of the best parts of watching a rodeo is 
seeing the amazing partnership be-
tween the cowboy and the horse. Ro-
deos across the Nation, from big events 
such as Cheyenne Frontier Days and 
the National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas, to weekly jackpots in rural 
communities such as Kaycee or Cody, 
WY, attract more than 27 million fans 
annually, making rodeo one of the 
most watched sports in America. The 
Professional Bull Riders circuit, with 
its TV coverage, has expanded the au-
dience dramatically. 

The cowboy legend still lives in our 
culture and our imaginations. John 
Wayne made cowboys larger than life 
in movies such as ‘‘How the West Was 
Won’’ and ‘‘She Wore a Yellow Rib-
bon,’’ and ‘‘The Cowboys.’’ Gene Autry, 
Roy Rogers, and Dale Evans enter-
tained millions with their music, tele-
vision, and movies, and Louis 
L’Amour’s cowboy stories are read 
across the country. Audiences today 
continue to enjoy western novels, cow-
boy movies, and country music. 

We look up to cowboys because they 
are examples of honesty, integrity, 
character, patriotism, and self-reli-
ance. Cowboys have a strong work 
ethic, they are compassionate, and 
they are good stewards of the land. We 
look to cowboys as role models for how 
to live up to the best American quali-
ties. 

Craig Thomas told us that those of us 
from the West could always feel at 
home in Wyoming because we know it 
is, and always will be, cowboy country. 
I am proud to be from a State that con-
tinues to live the cowboy tradition 
every day. Their contributions have 
helped shape what it means to be an 
American and have created a high 
standard we can all strive to meet. 

Senator Thomas left some big cow-
boy boots to fill, and I am proud to be 
able to continue his tradition of recog-
nizing the many contributions cowboys 
have made to our country as we des-
ignate July 26 as National Day of the 
American Cowboy for 2008. 
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I thank Senator Thomas for living 

the legend and involving us and Amer-
ica. 

I have a unanimous consent request 
to read. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of and the Senate now proceed to S. 
Res. 482. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
AKAKA). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 482) designating July 
26, 2008, as ‘‘National Day of the American 
Cowboy.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 482) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 482 

Whereas pioneering men and women, rec-
ognized as ‘‘cowboys’’, helped establish the 
American West; 

Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, in-
tegrity, courage, compassion, respect, a 
strong work ethic, and patriotism; 

Whereas the cowboy spirit exemplifies 
strength of character, sound family values, 
and good common sense; 

Whereas the cowboy archetype transcends 
ethnicity, gender, geographic boundaries, 
and political affiliations; 

Whereas the cowboy is an excellent stew-
ard of the land and its creatures, who lives 
off of the land and works to protect and en-
hance the environment; 

Whereas cowboy traditions have been a 
part of American culture for generations; 

Whereas the cowboy continues to be an im-
portant part of the economy through the 
work of approximately 727,000 ranchers in all 
50 of the United States that contribute to 
the economic well-being of nearly every 
county in the Nation; 

Whereas annual attendance at professional 
and working ranch rodeo events exceeds 
27,000,000 fans and rodeo is the 7th most- 
watched sport in the Nation; 

Whereas membership and participation in 
rodeo and other organizations that promote 
and encompass the livelihood of a cowboy 
span every generation and transcend race 
and gender; 

Whereas the cowboy is a central figure in 
literature, film, and music and occupies a 
central place in the public imagination; 

Whereas the cowboy is an American icon; 
and 

Whereas the ongoing contributions made 
by cowboys and cowgirls to their commu-
nities should be recognized and encouraged: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 26, 2008, as ‘‘National 

Day of the American Cowboy’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

SENATOR TED KENNEDY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, first of all, 
let me say this, before we get into Sen-
ate business. I made some remarks out-
side the Senate Chamber, as I always 
do, following our Tuesday caucus. I had 
with me Senator CHRIS DODD and Sen-
ator JOHN KERRY. The purpose of our 
being there was to talk about Senator 
KENNEDY; and we did that. 

Amidst the politics and partisanship 
that takes place in the Senate, the cas-
ual observer may not realize how the 
Senate is a family. We are 100 men and 
women who work hard during the day, 
each of us doing our very best to make 
the country a better place. We argue, 
we debate, but we approach each other 
with deep respect and friendship. 

That is why, in the heat of battle, I 
always refer to my Republican counter-
part as my friend. That is just not 
something we do for protocol. That is 
because MITCH MCCONNELL is my 
friend. We say that as we proceed 
through our debates. 

But just as we, as Senators, celebrate 
joyous occasions—birthdays, weddings, 
new children and grandchildren—we 
also face hardship together. 

Today, we learned the concerning 
news about our friend, an American 
icon, an American legend, Senator TED 
KENNEDY. I know I speak for every Sen-
ator that our thoughts and prayers are 
with TED and his family. 

I had a conversation on the floor 
with Senator MCCONNELL. He told me 
during the Republican caucus today 
they paused to say a prayer for Senator 
KENNEDY, as we did in our caucus. 

One of Senator KENNEDY’s brothers 
was killed in combat in World War II. 
Of course, we all know his brother, 
President Kennedy, was assassinated. 
We all know Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy, Senator Robert Kennedy, was 
assassinated. 

As I said outside, the thing I remem-
ber and will always remember about 
Senator TED KENNEDY is the speech he 
gave at his brother’s funeral. I was not 
a Member of Congress at that time, but 
I watched on national television the 
speech he gave. It was remarkable 
what he said and how he delivered it. I 
will never forget that. 

But in addition to that, we know one 
thing—all of us who know TED KEN-
NEDY—he is a fighter. We have heard 
this lion roar on the Senate floor on so 
many occasions. His work ethic is un-
surpassed. His effectiveness is leg-
endary. The challenge Senator KEN-
NEDY now faces will not be easy, but I 
think no one is more prepared to fight 
and beat it. 

I spoke at 1 o’clock to Vicki, his won-
derful wife, and she said he has ap-
proached this like he does everything: 
with determination that he is going to 
beat it. She said he has a bounce in his 
step today that he has not had in a 
long time. 

So he is in good spirits. He is full of 
energy. If TED happens to be watching 
on C–SPAN, I want him to know all his 
brothers and sisters in the Senate are 
thinking of him, cheering, and praying 
for him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
Republican conference, at noon today, 
paused for a prayer for our friend and 
colleague, TED KENNEDY. As the major-
ity leader has indicated, we are, in 
spite of our political differences, one 
large family. 

Senator KENNEDY enjoys great re-
spect and admiration on this side of 
the aisle. He is, indeed, one of the most 
important figures to ever serve in this 
body in our history, and Republican 
Senators recognize that as well. 

On a personal basis, he came down to 
the University of Louisville, at my re-
quest, a couple years ago to speak to 
students and the general public on the 
campus. It was a speech of Presidential 
quality. He knew I had been an intern 
in the office of Senator John Sherman 
Cooper, who represented my State in 
the Senate for almost 20 years and who 
was a fast friend of his brother, Presi-
dent Kennedy, and of his. He brought 
down with him to U of L that day a 
framed picture of his brother with Sen-
ator Cooper, carefully inscribed at the 
bottom with the most appropriate in-
scription you can imagine. He did not 
miss a thing. 

Our prayers go out to Vicki and to 
the family. 

On behalf of every member of the Re-
publican conference of the Senate, I 
say to you, TED, you enjoy our admira-
tion and our respect, and our wishes for 
a speedy recovery. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the 

Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House with respect to 
H.R. 2642, the supplemental appropria-
tions bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the message. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

H.R. 2642 
Resolved, That the House agree to the 

amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2642) entitled ‘‘An Act making appropria-
tions for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes’’, with the fol-
lowing House amendments to Senate amend-
ment: 
Ω1æPage 60 of the Senate engrossed amend-
ment, after line 3, insert the following: 

TITLE X—POLICY REGARDING 
OPERATIONS IN IRAQ 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING UNITED STATES 
MILITARY PERSONNEL 

SEC. 10001. It is the sense of the Congress that 
the performance of United States military per-
sonnel should be commended, their courage and 
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